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We cherish the days of our Catawba County autumn. Crisp
mornings and clear blue skies seem neverending. On city streets leaves of
scarlet and gold meet overhead to form brilliant tunnels. The round
“wheels” of hay dot the pastures and fields of the countryside. It is
harvest time!

We bring the plants inside, stock our pantry and freezer for the
winter holidays, reflect on past years, and remember the joys of yesterday.
To harvest our activities, to preserve the moments of the past, WE WRITE
THEM DOWN.

“We enter the season where nights have grown long, days grow
short, Orien’s Belt greets us in the southern heavens, the sun lies low in
the sky, and the thinning trees no longer produce shade but only long,
lanky shadows.....

The garden is safely placed away to rest for the next summer’s
explosion of growth and productivity. Compost, lime, and good red dirt
will soon rise and fall, as water vapor makes frosty, gentle movements to
aerate the soil......

This is the natural order, the seasons, the rotation of life. There is a
time, a place, a season for all of life.”

Excerpts...Reverend Dan Martin, September 30, 2007

The seasons affect our congregation. We have come through the winter
into a spring of Lent and Easter, into a frantic series of activities in
summer camps and Bible School; youth trips and adult picnics, family
vacations and visitors for Sunday worship. Now we enter a fall season.
We remember the worship, the music, the fellowship in the classes, in the
group work, in the food preparation.....all these moments we want to
preserve. In the Gleanings section this is what we strived to do,
preserving those special times from the late 1800s through 1998......over
one hundred years.

First United Methodist Church History Committee

Louise (Mrs. Earl) Barkley

Nancy ( Mrs. Joseph) Killian

Katherine L. Price






GOTHIC CHURCH (SECOND CHURCH BUILDING)

The Stewards met on January 19, 1922 with 19 members pré@$enfollowing resolutions
were adopted:

WHEREAS, there seems to be a lack of observancevodital order in our town and
community, especially in the law prohibiting the saleigqidr violated almost daily. Therefore,
We as a Board of Stewards of Newton M.E. church dolves FIRST, that we declare that
such conduct on the part of church members is disloyalitstate and nation, and a violation
of each member’s vow when he joined the church. SECONat we strive to bring to
discipline any member who is known t patronize a liquoretesl who gives any sympathy to
this illicit traffic. THIRD: That we act in heartyooperation with the Ministerial Association
of the town and county and we are ready to join allsTian people in doing our utmost to
suppress the traffic in liquor and to enforce our Sundayg &wd ordinances.



ANCIENT CEDARS SURROUND THE SITE OF THE OLD METHOST CEMETERY,
ADJACENT TO THE FIRST METHODIST CHURCH.

Eastview Cemetery, Newton, North Carolina

Everybody feels thankful to Bishop Parker for returnirgy RG.W. Ivey to the Newton Circuit
for another year. This will be his third year on thec(it.
Newton Enterprise, Nov. 15, 1884

An Appeal: We desire once more to call the attentidchase who subscribed or promised to
help us in building a Methodist church in Newton, thattiexl to erect a building that would
be a credit to our town and we did so on the strengyowf promises. If we had all that we
promised, but we failed to get the amount so promised, itk necessarily be a hardship.
Miles O. Sherrill, Chairman, Building Committee, New Enterprise, Jan. 8, 1886

Mr. and Mrs. P.A. Hoyle went to Bandy’'s Township lagti&y to join the family in
celebrating the golden wedding anniversary of Mr. Hoylestlser and mother, Mr. and Mrs.
Reuben Hoyle, married 50 years yesterday, July 15.

Newton Enterprise, July 18, 1888

A skating rink has been opened in the M.O. Sherrill & Ralding and the noise of rollers,
mingled with the thud of the fallen ones, are sounds marsaic than musical.
Newton Enterprise, February 9,1888






FOURTH: That we assure all our officers, local, estahd national, that we stand ready to
encourage and assist them in the discharge of their dugedorcing all our laws, especially
those that relate to the moral well being of our people.
The above paper, introduced by A.C. Sherrill, was adoptadimnously by the Board of
Stewards, nineteen members and the pastor being presesats drdered to be published in the
Newton Enterprise and the Hickory Daily Record.

Minutes, Board of Stewards, January 19, 1922

A report from the “HUT” building committee: Contractqe of hut, $1345.00; cost of paint
and wiring $55.00, making the total cost $1400.00..... $800.00 of thi&ly paid, leaving a
balance of $600.00.

...G.A. Warlick, Chairman, D.M. Cloninger, BoardStewards, May 15, 1922

BACKGROUND FOR WOMEN IN THE CHURCH

Women's work in the church was organized in 1902. Fircc@he Ladies Missionary
Society or The Ladies Aid, in 1939 it was reorganized aS\fbimen’s Society of Christian
Service and the Wesleyan Service guild (two circlesivabel Cherry circle and the Little Gill
Warlick Circle), chiefly business women. In 1972, the W&@8 WSG were combined and
called United Methodist Women. Additional activitieslgamograms were carried out by the
Sunday School classes. The Wesleyan Service Guild ngasined for business women and
met at night. In this church, they worked diligently in supipg foreign missions, community
projects, World War Il efforts with the Red Cross amir@nunity Chest, furnishing the
pastor’s office and the Junior Department rooms of theateirch in 1948, and a steady stream
of “Study Courses’, usually chaired by Evelyn Mebane OdbBemella (Mrs. Burch ) Allison,
or Frances Setzer.....Additional activities and prognamre carried out by the Women'’s
Society of Christian Service and the Sunday School dasse

After the business meeting a short memorial programgives. Mrs. Duke read a paper on the
life of President Harding; and Mrs. Everhardt on tfeedf Mrs. Harding. Favorite hymns of
the President were played on the Victrola. Rev.WBnishad charge of the social program
and delighted everyone with the reading, “Mary’s Essajdusbands”, and Progressive
Conversation was enjoyed for three minutes.

Minutes, Susanna Class, August 1923



Editor’s note:

Mr. P.A. Hoyle was the
teacher for this class. The roll
book list Class 1 and Class 2,
and totals 66 members.

The regular meeting of the
Susanna Wesley Class,
meeting with Mrs. L.H.
Phillips, opened with a song,
scripture lesson from John,
followed by prayer by Mrs.
Shinn. Mrs.Clyde Rowe and
Mrs. Andrews each gave a
piano solo. An interesting
Bible contest was led by Mrs.
T.W. Saunders. Humorous
readings were given by Mrs.
R.P. Cochran, Mrs. Louise
Fox, and Mrs.Belle Everhardt.

Mrs. C.M. Saunders, secretary,
Susanna Class, Nov. 23, 1923

Mr. Shinn made a short talk to
the class. He presented a
challenge to the class from
Professor L.M. Epps Class for
a three months contest for new
members to begin the first
Sunday in January, with the
defeated class to give the
winner a supper. The
challenge was accepted. A
committee composed of Mrs.
T.W. Saunders, L.H. Phillips, and D.Lee Setzer was apgubiiat arrange the roll in alphabetical
order.
Minutes, Susanna Class, December 1923

Program of Worship, SUNDAY SCHOOL DAY:
Duet, “One More Day” by Margaret Charles and Norma @&btPraise Him, Praise Him All
Ye Little Children”, Beginners and Primary Departmestatements by Pastor Womble and
Superintendent R.P. Caldwell, “We are glad for the Suddnpol Day program to take the
place of our preaching service this morning. This is a progriich is given annually in our
church.”

Weekly Bulletin of the First United Methodist Churéfewton, NC, May 15, 1927



In 1937, the Christian Advocate continued to advertisédeRommentaries at $4.00
each; teacher’s Bibles at $2.99 each, and the Methorjista@age for children and for workers
there. They also advertised communion sets for Saleday School furniture, church pews,
travel on the Southern Railroad, and a variety ofrgatedicines.

North Carolina Christian Advocate, 1937

YOUTH: Whether seven or sixteen there is in exmwg’s heart the love of wonder,
the secret amazement of the stars and starlike thinthshanges, the undaunted challenge of
natural events, the unfailing childlike appetite for whateigt, and the joy in the game of life.
You are as young as your faith, as old as your doulyhuasy as your self-confidence, as old as
your fear, as young as your hope, as old as your despdaine tentral place of your heart there
is a wireless station. So long as it receives ngessaf beauty, hope, cheer, courage, grandeur,
and power for the earth, from men and the Infinitepsg lyou are young.

North Carolina Christian Advocate cover, Novembet987

Rev. Paul Hardin, Jr., of
Asheboro will be here all next
week to preach during a revival
service at the First United
Methodist Church. The pastor,
Rev. Mark Tuttle, opens the series
Sunday night and the visiting
pastor will preach on Monday.
The series will conclude Friday.
Rev. Mr.Tuttle has called upon
the members to attend regularly
and has invited those of other
churches to be guests during the
week. The visiting minister will
come here with a reputation of
having been in demand as a
speaker for the past several years
and the local pastor feels his
sermons will be enjoyed.

News-Enterprise,
May 2, 1943
Note: Rev. Hardin was appointed
a Methodist Bishop in the 90's.

In 1951, the WSCS
program honored charter members from the first womanganization in this church. Gifts
were presented to Mrs.W.F. Womble (original organizér9®2) and to Mrs.R.B. Knox; the
two having received life memberships from the WSCS atdieetime. Life memberships
were presented to two other charter members, Mrs.J.T.
Honeycutt and Mrs.P.A. Keller.
WSCS minutes 1951



The WSCS was originated in 1940. Mrs. Wade (Trudy) Lefks the first president. She
served in that office for six out of the next tezays. “Those who have gone on before us were
of conviction and faith so now we should be witnes$ekai faith.”

“Faithful to Our Heritage” by Bertie Feinstein, a histoflUMW

“The Star of Bethlehem”, a Christmas program of combatedch choirs at First Methodist

Church, Newton, North Carolina: Soloists: Mrs. Rusaélitener, Soprano; Mrs.

B.F.Webster, Soprano; Mrs. frank Warlick, ContraltasdMargaret Charles, Contralto;

Gerald Moore, Tenor; Hugo Leim, Tenor; Robert BoatrighT. Harrell, Bass; Mrs. Claude

Simpson, Organist; Miss Gladys Campbell, Conductor; Rark Q. Tuttle, Pastor.
Sunday afternoon, December 22, 1940

At a picnic at Kool Park Pool, the Wesleyan Service Guolged to combine the two circles and
to meet on the first Monday night and to hold speciaisas to study the Mission and Bible
studies.

WSG minutes, August 1941

Bess Smith, chairman, asked for Red Cross suppliesmé&hebers were encouraged to sell
flavoring. Mrs. Odum moved that dues be raised to 25 centséh and the refreshments be
discontinued. The Guild voted to pay one dollar on a mgragah machine for Isabell Hendrix
College in Brazil.

WSG minutes, October 1941

Miss Cornelia Setzer suggested that we send messagesenfto the families of the boys in the
war on the Casualty List. The members decided to awthitRed Cross kits each month for the
duration. The kits are provided by the Red Cross to megrwuice going overseas. She
distributed brooms and dishtowels to the members as well.

WSG minutes, August 1942

There has been a marked increase in Church Schoadattee for the past two Sundays, which
is very gratifying indeed. Let us make this a habit. Letomsecto Church and worship God
and meet our friends and neighbors. There will be no egesarvices this evening on account
of the Commencement exercises at the High Schodiaiwon. The Junior Choir will have
their picnic and outing at Kool Park Pool Friday afternobnext week. Members of the
Junior Choir are to meet at the Church Friday afterraaéh30, ready for the trip. The District
meeting of the Women’s Society will be held in this Chufaesday morning beginning at
9:30. Members of the local group will be hostesses tavtmeen of the District. Members of
the Wesleyan Service Guild are also urged to attend sess@ns as there will be a part of the
program specially planned for them.

Bulletin, Rev. Mark Q. Tuttle, May 30, 1942















GLEANINGS.... fifties-nineties

The years following World War Il brought many changes to Newton’s Firised)
Methodist Church. Furnishing a new sanctuary and meeting rooms requiredniened
talents and fund raising abilities of the entire congregation. Ther@egs W.A. Rollins,
Julian J. Holmes, and M. Teague Hipps led us through the fast paced 50’s.

Many memorials were given...for the stained glass windows, forrgotsh of various
rooms, for furnishings, and accessories. The first official senvi the new church was
November 14, 1948. (See pp. 30-36 “Through Storm and Fire.”)

The Women'’s Society of Christian Service members worked lvard to raise money
for the new church building. They sold decorative platitls the new church pictured, held
suppers for the members and the public, sold cards, and garegsy of their personal
funds.
They bought equipment for the pastor’s office and furnghifor the dining room in the new
fellowship hall. Eighteen tables and 124 chairs from Szatbesk Company came at a cost of
$1054.80. Dishes and pots and pans were added to the kitcheantifbelecade of the 50’s
was one of the busiest in all the years for the woafehe church.

Plans for the annual Turkey Dinner and Bazaar, sponggrdee WSCS and the Guild,
were made and dinner tickets were distributed. A latben the District Secretary asked for
more simplified reports. The committee reported thelpase of a typewriter stand for the
office of the church secretary. Earlier in the yir@r group had taken the Junior Department as
their project, furnishing blinds, floor covering, draperiesl elmairs. They now authorized the
committee to buy 24 chairs for that Sunday School class

Minutes, November 1950, Wesleyan Service Guild, Chasémith, Secretary

The members of the WSCS rolled bandages for Jewel LipeheMissionary, held
study courses with the Guild, took care of the needy,gave donations to the Methodist
Church Missionary Program. They were reminded thathiech had worked with the
Negroes and the Indians (Native Americans) in theygadrs and that the first foreign
missionary, Melvin Cox, was sent to Liberia in Afim 1832.

Committee reports at Guild meetings show that we haage gifts of pajamas to a
tubercular patient from Catawba County, now a resideBliack Mountain State Hospital;
helped with the purchase of a television set for a hoomadb member of our church; sent a box
of clothing to Korea,; and ;planned the purchase of a desktfie Southern Desk Company in
Hickory, the desk to be placed in the office of the chugecretary.

WSG Minutes, Hazel Gabriel, Secretary

The Guild continued in the early fifties to raise mpte help with Local, district, and
Conference charities. Money was raised by member @edtggal dues, Cultivation Fund, sale
of dishtowels, Easter lilies, Christmas cards, Stapfeducts, Kiwanis suppers, and
participation in the annual Christmas Bazaar. In ta $953, they raised $434.29 and paid
out $390.96.












We are now in our new conference year and our church bbhdgdieen adopted by the Official
Board. This budget requires a collection each Sunday of $950m0€etoour weekly expenses. |
ask for your full cooperation this year in order that &mtire program of the church may be
successful.

Ralph Jones, Chairman OFFICIAL BOARD, 1964

Earl Barkley reported that a list of the membershiphatl been made and divided for each board
member to make calls. In making calls, the idea was stegghBKOT to stress money since
usually calls on the members are made when we needoaddlitinds. Instead, please stress the
coming Revival Services.

Minutes, Official Board, October 20, 1964

In 1966, the original compiled history of this church wagtemito celebrate the 100th
anniversary of an organized Methodist Church in Newtorelyd Odum used copies of the
original notes of Dorothy Ervin Eaton, information frolne tArchives of Duke University, the
Western North Carolina Methodist Conference, and ceavens with elderly members. An
earlier very short history had been circulated by a cii@ein 1995, the members J.R. Huitt, Jr.,
Clarence Hood, William Morrison, Howard Smith, and MiAgeaver Mann, assisted by Mr.R.D.
Huitt.

Norris Hoyle brought up the matter of repairs to theé &wout Hut, soon to be removed to
another location on the church property. Sixty younlg gse the hut each week. They and their
sponsors need assurance that the Hut is availabledioruise and some funds in the budget for
upkeep. Haywood Martin offered to repair frozen water pgmesMartin, T.R. Owen, and R.C.
Reinhart will meet with the Trustees.

Official Board Minutes, February 15, 1966

Glen Love asked about heating the back room in the pagsorHe reported that Mrs. Townsend
told him that unless they keep a fire in the firepla@y tould not stay in that room.
Official Board Minutes, January 21, 1966






GLEANINGS... fifties-nineties

In 1964, the Reverend Brunson Wallace and Evelyn Mebane Quhumth member and
editor of the local newspaper, set about to gathetadlaihistorical material and have a written
record of the First Methodist Church of Newton. Tliest efforts began with notes of Dorothy
Ervin Eaton, many of them copies from the original pafesinutes from meetings dating
from 1866. Mrs. Eaton, former choir director, kept mdoiaa records of many activities of the
church. In March of ‘64, they began a search of @fichurch records.

“I recently had a card from Rev. Brunson Wallace, 30@N®ain Street, Newton NC,
requesting the following information: A list of the nsters and the dates they served the
Newton Charge and Church......would you also be so kitml @seck the full set of Conference
Journals which we have in our Conference Archives?”

Portion of a letter from Rev. Aubert M.Smith toRelomer E. Keever
March 3, 11964

“Rev. Aubert Smith has passed on to me the requeatlist of ministers of the
Newton charge and church.....We have in the archivesdieminutes of the Western North
Carolina Conference, beginning with the Conference of 1890 .h&Ve also the Statesville
District Conference minutes from 1884 on, and they namblésdon Minister and give his
report in the period just before 1890. We also have the @ppents for the Shelby District,
including Newton from the time it entered the North QaeoConference in 1870 for some five
years.....These minutes are stored at Duke in the martusom.”

Portion of letter from Rev. Homer Keever, 140 Post&{rStatesville, NC

to Rev. Brunson Wallace, March 5, 1964

“Yesterday | was able to stop on the Duke campus fowarfemutes. | was able to
check the Annual Conference minutes in the stacks of theity School Library, enough, |
think, for you to trace the pastors of the church at Newt| was able to check back to 1868,
There was a Newton Circuit there, then in the ShBlisyrict of the South Carolina Conference.
Just as | was forced to leave, | noticed that the p&mtoine Catawba Circuit a few years earlier
was Augustus R. Remmick, with a Newton address..... Htaibs was put into the North
Carolina Conference in 1870...The following list will talauythe to formation of the Western
North Carolina Conference in 1890. The year is the geappointment, usually late in the
year, so that the actual service was the next y@atitor's note: The list begins with 1868 D.
May, minister, and ends with 1890 G.W. lvey. A complestefrom the 1860’s through 1998 is
found in the appendix of “Storm and Fire”, printed in 1998). cdntinue, “I am interested in
the story your church has as to its beginning. As newt@asunere formed, a church was
likely formed at the new county seat. Later, whernréileoad came through, there was a
tendency to build them along the railroad. | am intedes which factor bought a church to
Newton if there was not one in the neighborhood alréady

Portion of Rev. Keever’s letter to Rev. Wallacearibh 8, 1964









In the changing times of the 60’s, the WSCS and thed&gibntinued to make as a priority, the
care and concern for the homebound. A new Guild wasdgd with Monteen Fox as its
President. A scholarship program was stared in 1963, famtdrfrom 140 members. The
first recipient was Barbara Fowler. None were gibetween 1973 and 1987 when the
program began again, with Windy Jean Hughey as the eatipBy 1988, the Scholarship fund
amounted to $9,453,28. Started again, scholarships were gioletyear until 2008.

Race Relations and Boy Scout Sunday:
Scout Oath and Law given by members of Troop 325; BoytSsauving as ushers: Donnie
Edwards, Jimmy Hampton, Steve Hefner, Tommy LedbeSmny Phifer, and Johnny Smith;
Bulletins: Robert Sherrill, Alan Edwards. This iscRa&Relations Sunday. Our special offering
will go to our Methodist related colleges: Bennett iné€iisboro, and Paine College in
Augusta, GA.

Bulletin, Rev. Paul Townsend, February 13, 1966

The Chancel Choir rehearsal will not be held thiskwe®ur organist and choir director,
Virginia Lowrance, is in Atlanta, Georgia this week attiag the National Convention of the
American Guild of Organists. In her absence, we @teiate in having our own talented
Margaret Charles at the console today.

Bulletin, Rev. Roger W. Tucker, Pastor, June 26, 1966

In 1965, the WSCS celebrated its 25th Anniversary. Chasearlrars were recognized as well
as presidents for the past 25 years. Special thanksgiemn to Mrs. Wade Lefler who guided
the group through its early years.






Ten Year Update.....History....Gleanings

In the last 60’s and early 70’s, many changes took place in our worldctédf by the
Civil Rights Act, the Vietnam War, and the “Hippie Movement” we omelet political,
educational, and cultural differences. Racial integration in Newton wagasthipeacefully
due to the respectful leadership of Rev. Burge, pastor of St. Paulehcivr. Phairlever
Pearson, principal of Central School; Mr. Sherrill Cranford, Superintendehtesvton
Conover Schools; and ministers of the Newton churches, led by our owBrReson Wallace.

Churches of that era met with their own problems. Many collegehaigeen left the
church, never to return. The faithful few who remained loyal mesbeyugh the “long hair
and find myself” movement have become our core leaders and have done a reagjoboof
recruiting the return of their peers to fill our pews.

The members of the WSCS and the Guild met togethewarkkd out the all inclusive
organization, working out seven groups with specific intsre8 church-wide celebration was
held the following Sunday and members signed the UMW ChRdkr

UMW minutes, April 4, 1972

A cordial welcome to all who have come to worship onThianksgiving Eve. We
express our appreciation to those who have taken rabpityigor helping in this service:
Rev. Edouard Taylor, minister, Grace Reform, andRée. Jim Coleman, minister, First
United Methodist Church; Miss Virginia Lowrance, orggrastd Miss Margaret Charles,
pianist, First United Methodist Church; Mrs. Harper Cillesganist; and Mr. Ray Strunk, choir
director, First Presbyterian; THE COMBINED CHOIR, qmmsed of members of the choirs of
the
participating churches. Nursery helpers: Debbie Dixolwy, Raitzel, and Donna Reitzel

Community Thanksgiving, First Methodist Church, Nov. 2473



Mrs. Lottie Nuzum reported on the purchase of kitchenlggpfor the new dining
room: nine dozen plates, 76 trays, six dozen glassegjdnen salt & pepper shakers, and two
twenty-eight and one-half (28 1'2) kettles, total cost $728.31.
UMW minutes, 1975

Last Sunday, after the service, Robert Carter saicto ®oleman, “Preacher, I'm glad
you gave the Wedding Vows today.... when | got marriedsl seascared | forgot to kiss her....
but brother, I laid one on her this morning.”

Bulletin, May 6, 1975

Saturday, August 16, the UMY is invited to the Balls Creeln@gound for a covered
dish supper and singing at the Arthur and Bob Saunders tent.
Bulletin, Rev. Ernest D. Page, August 5, 1975

Mrs. Albert Wilkie led a memorial service in which 1&d&s were lighted for the
members of the local group who have died in the lastyears. She said the candles used here
and at other churches’ women’s meetings will be setitda@lenomination’s home for the
elderly, the Brooks-Howell Home in Asheville, to be radidown and sent to Louisville,
Kentucky, to be melted into one huge candle represeltaigodist women nationwide. That
candle will be lighted as an eternal flame at theddal Women’s meeting in Louisville in
April 1976.

UMW minutes, December 1975

Girls, we have been missing you on Sunday evenings!asbhéwo weeks the male
UMYF’ers have more than doubled the number of femalesepte Everyone's is asked to meet
at the church this Sunday. Weather permitting, we \aWehour activities and a cookout at the
Covered Bridge near Claremont.

Bulletin, Rev. Ernest D. Page, Minister, May 16, 1976

The last Evelyn Odum left a sum of money in a trustf
to be used as a scholarship. The scholarship is in memory
of her husband, Albert Odum, and an award is to be given
each year. The committee from this church will gellee
recipient upon the consideration of financial need,
academic promise,and recommendation of High School
Counselor and Principal.
Bulletin, Paul D. Lowder, Minister,
March 12, 1978



Editor’'s note: “Miss Virginia” had been presented withaap
in an earlier service. She had a special interdgeichildren
in her choir, continuing to send notes of encouragemethiests
pursued various careers in life.

“Dear Heavenly Father, Help us to be prepared to idenbifly y
guidance in our lives. may we never claim too quickly yioat
love us more than others, May we never believe thaayeu
going to give us good things at the expense of other peoples.
Strengthen us to practice just as you come to us to redeem,
forgive, and restore us to ourselves. Forgive us osrasid
save us. In Christ, Amen.”

Prayer by Bertie Feinstein, UMW President 1980

THE FIRST WORD...
With this publication, THE
FIRST WORD makes its
debut. This monthly
newsletter is an outgrowth of
the desires of the
Contemporary Class to be of
service to the church. The
class is convinced that there
are many positive and
sometimes unnoticed activities
being undertaken by various
groups in the church. In both
an effort to inform potential
members of the scope of the
church’s service and to keep
established members aware of
the latest news, the class has
created THE FIRST WORD.

Cindy Lundy, Editor,

January 1984



Champhene Inthavaon, daughter of the family from Vietndmch this church sponsored in
1974, invited the congregation in 1996 to her wedding.

Earl Barkley was called upon to give a report concerningpyheh estate. He
reported that the Court found that Mrs. Lynch failed &ated a Life Estate for Willie
(Lewis?) Farley in the homeplace, but that she wapsrmsssing a desier that her nieces and
nephews provide for Mr. Farley, The case can be appedled ten days. If it is not
appeded, then we can
expect to receive a maximum of $30,000.00. Ten thousand wasaivight as a memorial
to Mr. and Mrs. Dewitt Lynch. If the house is sold#rer ten thousand in memory of Winnie
Lynch’s parents; and another ten thousand as a menwfewitt Lynch’s parents, making a
total of thirty thousand dollars.

Minutes, Board of Trustees, February 29, 1984

The United Methodist Women continued to win awards.



Ten Year Update....History....Gleanings

Check these dates:
Easter Egg Hunt for all children ages three through 6tthegr&aturday, April 5th, at the
church, 1:00-3:00 PM. Bring a basket and 3 hard boiled eggscanaded)
Summer Youth dates:
Camp Tekoa for Junior Highs (rising 7th, 8th, 9th gradairl) 27-Aug 2
Camp Carolwood Elementary Camp for rising 5th, 6th, ahdyidders, June 15-20
Lake Junaluska Youth Week for all UMYF members and gudshe 23-27
Senior High U.N.- Washington Study Tour, June 14-20
Camp Tekoa for Senior Highs, July 20-26
Bulletin, March 30, 1980
note: Fran Oliver served this church as its Direct®&aligious Education for more
than 10 years. With help from many lay persons, sheaiéolundation for our
continuing outstanding youth program.

A Men’s Softball League is sponsored by the Catawba @oUMCA. Our church is
trying to field a team for this year’'s competition.yéfu have even a slight interest in
participating, please contact Harold Lynch or John Rowe.

Bulletin, March 30, 1980

Change may be easier for youth than for older ad8its.it is something we all deal
with. It is necessary for growth. The only persoh®won’'t have to change are those who are
dead. We can either take change in stride, laugh abaumtitipate it, or make ourselves
miserable. Without change we would become petrified.ait be a MIXED blessing but is is a
blessing! How much a blessing depends on our attitudes.
Bulletin, Paul D. Lowder, Minister, June 7, 1981

The congregation is invited to remain for a covered disbhaon honoring our
ministers who will be leaving this Tuesday for new assignts. The Rev. Paul D. Lowder will
be exchanging churches with the Rev. Kenneth M. Johassdnwill move to Eden, NC. The
Rev. John B. Rowe and his family will move to ThomHlsyviOur best wishes and prayers go
with each of you for much happiness in your parishes.

Bulletin, June 22, 1981

Balls Creek Campmeeting week included a Sunday meetimg &fMYF at 6:00 PM at
the campground; and Tuesday, the Parker Class Covered upipbraat Stump and Jessie
Drum’s tent. On August 15 at the 11 o’clock service, spaaiaic included a quartet. “Jesus
Will Walk With Me” by Florine Smyre, soprano; Margareh&les, alto; Charles Gantt, tenor;
Tom Elliott, bass. The choir and the congregatiory $ha benediction:

May the Lord, Mighty God, Bless and keep you forever.
Grant us peace, perfect peace, Courage in every endeavor.
Lift your eyes and see His face and His grace forever
May the Lord, Mighty God, Bless and keep you forever.

(to the tune of Edelweiss)









Frances Ellen Setzer served two terms in the
North Carolina House of Representatives, the first aom
from this church to do so. In 1974 and in 1976, she was a
high vote getter, having held leadership positions in the
N.C. State PTA, as Catawba County’s Public Health
Director, and many local organizations. At her death in
1987, she left her entire estate to charities, larges ©iim
money to 14 different organizations,among them First
United Methodist Church, where she had been a lifelong
member, taught Sunday School, was on the church
council, and finance committee. “She was very
intelligent, very positive, and very giving”, said Claude
Abernethy, Newton investment analyst, who is the
executor for her estate.

Liz Williams and Geitner Simmons, Observer

News Enterprise, May 17, 1987

During the Sunday morning
worship services at First United
Methodist Church in Newton, five local
young women received scholarship
awards from the Albert T. Odum
Scholarship Fund, administered by the
church. Two college students, Susan
Alicia Scaer and Tracy Kathleen
Eckard; and three Newton-Conover
graduating seniors Tracie Lynn
Dellinger, Malverne Ardealia Howell,
and Tammy Michelle Tedder, were
presented scholarships toward their
college education.

O-N-E, June 3, 1985






Dan Millsap has been our organist since 1982, blessing hsawide range of
music...old familiar hymns, new hymns to learn, and classrggn and piano music from
composer Bach and friends. The Chancel Choir has toagtime members and some
talented newcomers. The “Funeral Choir” has memivbcsare not active members of the
Chancel Choir. Margaret Dixon, with the angelic egibecame the choir director following
Miss Virginia. Then came two short term direct@usd finally Haskew Smith, and
accomplished musician who teaches music at Newtow¥aorHigh School. Haskew’s wife,
Kristy, directs the Praise Band for the Sunday 9 olcleorship service. She also directs the
Children’s Choirs and the children’s Handbell Ringers.

The UMYF continued to be very active. A list of adigs in 1988 was typical of most
years in the 80’s.
Duke Youth Rally and Blue Devils football game; fund-rasse of wrapping paper; parking
space sale on Reunion Day; Club 50 at Carolwood (nm&ntee and repair); support 2
children at Children’s Home; Christmas Play; Valenfirance; First Youth Work Team to
Georgia; Trip to Ocean Isle Beach; Fall Retreat to Caekna; visit “shut-ins” on Sunday a
month.

Melinda Arndt, President, UMYF 1988

We wish to thank Jack Harrison who has donated a paiotitige old church on the corner of
4th Street and Main Avenue. It has been framed anoWshanging over the piano in the
parlor.

First Word, October 1, 1998

In 1989, Reverend Wayne Billings, succeeding Dr. Boyce Hulkés, wrote as one of
our challenges, “To create an embracing ministry withsenior citizens that will:
1. Never allow them to feel forgotten
2. Utilize their love and wisdom in ways that vedillate their energy
and abilities within the ministry.

Bibles were placed in the pews, the racks made by JanikkP
Bulletin 1990

The Methodist Men sponsored an Easter Sunrise Serwakist and started the Love
Labor Corps to aid elderly people unable to repair thaisks or do yard maintenance. In
addition, they build ramps for the handicapped.
Bulletin 1990












Summary of Council on Ministries Report:

Bob Saunders has been selected LAY PERSON of thdoetdre Statesville District.

Children have their own weekly newsletter; make praages for the Nutrition Group;
which meets in our Fellowship Hall; are working on Chrasrfor the Birds; the Angel Tree;
and are planning a Christmas Program.

The Historian has sent a copy of “Faithful to Our Hee”, a history of the Newton
United Methodist Women, to the Archives in Charlotte.

A letter of appreciation was sent to Mark Killian tbe successful Stewardship
Campaign.

Church membership for this year totals 790.

Charge Conference, November 21, 1993

Joe Beaman commended Emily Hunsucker, the youthful @aon of Evangelism, for
the work she is doing: visitation and delivery of plantegar members in addition to her duties
as president of the UMYF.

Minutes, Administrative Council, January 27, 1994

A motion was made by Art Viles, seconded by Vera Aradd carried that the
installation of an elevator be investigated.
Minutes, Administrative Council, January 27, 1994






When a member of this church dies, the bereaved family
receives a meal, the food either taken to the horagfarhily member or
served in the church fellowship hall. Mary Hewitt arettie
Feinstein have been recent chairs of that committemdination the meal
with the family, the ministers, and Groups within thH&W. Nancy Killian
will be the new chairman.

UMW minutes, 1995

The Children’s Ministry was very active and successfuheeting its
goals. Accomplishments included a new format for Sundap@® opening at 9:45 AM,
interactive classes with adult classes, continuedwewent in Sunday worship, presenting a
Christmas program, and improving the look and physical donditf the Sunday School
classrooms.
Minutes, Charge Conference, October 22, 1995

Dan came and thus began a “Golden Decade”....ten years of programs and
activities covering a variety of interests....Chrismons to pralemls; inspirational
sermons and Bible studies; prayer breakfasts for youth and dinners for fquéyars;
Kids for Christ and preschool; three Sunday services and a Praise BandasHeeen
our enthusiastic leader through the joys and our comforter in time ofwgstiroour
diverse congregation...cheerleader, forward thinker, cook, preaclzatée, community
pastor. He has led us through it all and we have become better people.


































































